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Industry Standards and Unified Interpretation of the SCF



SCF shall be required in SOLAS II-1/3-10(GBS).
SCF shall include specific information on how the 
functional requirement of the GBS (Tier II items) applied 
in the ship design and construction.
SCF shall be kept on board the ship and/or ashore.
SCF shall be duly complied with Intellectual Property 
Rights(IPR).
Highly IP sensitive information shall be stored at ashore 
archive center.

• Yard plan
• Lines plan
• Bulky output of strength calculation

Review of Ship Construction File
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【October 2012】
The SCF Industry Standards (Version 1.0) was developed
◆ 1st Cross Industry Meeting (at BIMCO)

【June 2013】
◆ 2nd Cross Industry Meeting (during MSC91)
Discussed ways to go forward against concerns shown 
by the shipowners

【September 2014】
The SCF Industry Standards (New Version) and
The Unified Interpretation of the SCF Industry Standards
was proposed to shipowners for their review

Course of SCF Industry Standards
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(1) Industry Standards and Unified
Interpretation of the SCF

(2) IP Levels
(3) Time-dependent IP Levels
(4) Writing style
(5) Format
(6) Management

Outline of the SCF Industry Standards (New Version)
(Alteration parts from Version 1.0)
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(1) Industry Standards and Unified Interpretation of the SCF
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Divided into Two documents

Concept

Detail

SCF-IS (Ver. 1.0)

Detail

SCF-IS

UI of SCF-IS

Outline of the SCF Industry Standards (New Version)
(Alteration parts from Version 1.0)

The SCF Industry Standards (Tier I) :
The SCF-IS provide procedures for implementing the SCF, which is defined in four IMO 
documents – MSC.287 (87) (adopted at MSC May 20, 2010), MSC.290 (87) (adopted at 
MSC May 21, 2010), MSC.296(87) (adopted 20 May, 2010) and MSC.1/Circ.1343 
(circulated at MSC June 2, 2010) and supplement those IMO documents based on 
MSC87/5/4 (endorsed by MSC87). 

The Unified Interpretation of the SCF-IS (Tier II) :
To facilitate practical use of the SCF-IS from the administrative and operational point of 
view, while according with the SCF-IS, this UI of the SCF-IS provides users with more 
detailed guidance. These details aim to further clarify the SCF-IS, with concrete 
explanations and examples.

Concept



(1) Industry Standards and Unified Interpretation of the SCF
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Outline of the SCF Industry Standards (New Version)
(Alteration parts from Version 1.0)

1. Preamble
2. Definitions
3. Principals, Scope & Application
4. Contents of SCF Information
5. Shipowners Items
6. IP-Holders Items
7. Archive Center Items
8. Strict Conformance to the Industry 

Standards by Way of Agreement
9. Revision of Industry Standards
Annex-1  Practical Guidelines for SCF Information

Definition
Annex-2  Safekeeping and Access Guidelines

- Basic Principals
Annex-3  Preparation of SCF and Provision for

Shipowner
Annex-4  Operational Requirements for Archive

Center
Annex-5  Safekeeping and Access Guidelines

– Details
Annex-6  SCF Information Disclosure and

Management Standard Terms and
Conditions

Annex-7  Quick Reference Table for Principal
Rights and Duties of Principal Parties
(Shipowner, IP- Holder and Archive
Center)

1. Definitions
2. Principals, Scope & Application
3. SCF Information
4. Management of SCF Information
5. Revision of the Industry Standards

1. Purpose
2. Definitions
3. SCF Information
4. Shipowners Items
5. IP-Holders Items
6. Archive Center Items
7. Revision of Unified Interpretation
Annex-1  Practical Guidelines for SCF

Information Definition
Annex-2  Safekeeping and Access Management
Annex-3  Preparation of SCF and Provision for

Shipowner
Annex-4  Operational Requirements for Archive

Center

SCF-IS

UI of SCF-IS

SCF-IS (Ver. 1.0)

Contents



(2) IP Levels
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Outline of the SCF Industry Standards (New Version)
(Alteration parts from Version 1.0)

IP Levels : Four → Three

Minimum → Low

Low + Medium → Medium

High → High

Minimum 

Low

Medium

High 



(3) Time-dependent IP Levels
10 years after  : Medium → Low

(4) Writing style
Legally oriented expressions → Practical and 
guidance information oriented

(5) Format
SCF documents can be made available in digital or 
paper format

(6) Management
Shipowner’s independent management is
respected

Outline of the SCF Industry Standards (New Version)
(Alteration parts from Version 1.0)

10



11

Plan

22 Sep, 2014 Draft IS and UI of the SCF circulated 
to Shipping Industry

Nov-Dec, 2014 Assessment of draft by each industry  
Early 2015 3rd Cross Industry Meeting

Finalization of SCF-IS
May, 2015 Outcome report submission to IMO 

MSC95
June, 2015 MSC95 IMO notes SCF-IS
1 July, 2015 CSR-H and UR Z23 (referring SCF)

apply to new contracts
1 July, 2016 GBS and SCF apply to new contracts
1 July, 2020 GBS and SCF apply to delivery of new

ships



GBS – Ship Construction File (SCF)
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Shipbuilders Shipowners

Archive Center

SCF-IS
and 

UI of SCF-IS

Thank you for your attention
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